            Looking at Different Cultures
              An Educator's Reference Desk Lesson Plan
Grade Level(s): 4, 5, 6, 7

Subject(s):  Social Studies/Multicultural Education

Objective: To examine different cultures of the world

Materials Needed:
Newspapers, poster paper, scissors and glue

To Start:
Define the word "culture" on the board. Have the class give examples of things that make up American culture (music, clothing, food, democratic government, etc). Then ask if all people in the United States are alike; lead into a discussion of "subcultures." For example, Vietnamese immigrants might espouse the American culture while holding on to parts of their original culture as well.

Group Activity:
Break the class into small groups. Have each group make a poster-size "half and half" collage. On one side of the paper, they should paste articles, pictures and ads representing the general American culture. On the other side they should attach items that represent the wide variety of subcultures in America, including varied ethnic and regional groups. Students who themselves are part of a particular subculture might want to focus entirely on that subculture.

Students should strive to find examples of several categories named in the definition for culture-music, clothing, government, etc. Afterwards, hang the posters around the room for a one-of-a-kind cultural display.

Follow-Up:
Ask one of your newspaper's travel writers to speak to the class about travel in other countries and ways that foreign cultures differ from ours. Or look in the newspaper for a travel agent, and call with the same request.
