INTRODUCTION

The Tuskegee Airmen
of World War 11

In the years between 1940 and 1946, during World War II, units of African
Americans served in the United States Air Corps. They were allowed to
serve as pilots, navigators, bombardiers, and support personal when
President Roosevelt directed the Air Corps to admit black units, but were
required to serve in segregated flying units. They faced the same racial
tensions and discriminations that existed in the United States at that time, but
were determined to serve and protect their country in spite of the jaunts,
jeers, and accusations of being inadequate.

Over 1,000 men trained as pilots and earned their wings at the Tuskegee
Army Air Field in Tuskegee, Alabama. They flew over 15,000 missions
over North Africa and Europe. The units made ground attacks, patrolled
coastlines, and acted as bomber escorts. As bomber escorts, they are
credited with never losing an American bomber to enemy aircraft. The red
tails of their planes were a welcome sight to the bomber crews that they
protected.

After the war, the size of the armed services was reduced. In 1946 the
Tuskegee Army Air Field was closed.

The Tuskegee Airmen played an important role in shaping the racial policy
in both the armed forces and the United States. President Truman, in 1948,
ordered the armed forces to desegregate and the new Air Force moved
quickly to desegregate.

B.O. Davis Jr. retired as a three star general in 1970, and in the same year,
another Tuskeegee Airman, “Chappie” James became the first African
American to reach the rank of a four-star.



VOCABULARY

THESE VOCABULARY WORDS ARE THINKING AND FEELING WORDS. MANY DESCRIBE
THE FEELINGS OF THE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN DURING WORLD WARII. AS YOU FILL IN
THE BLANKS, THINK IF YOU HAVE EVER FELT THESE WORDS.

WORD LOOKS LIKE FEELS LIKE

RACISM

BIGOTRY

SEGREGATION

INDIGNATION

HUMILIATION

EDUCATION

INTEGRATION

COURAGE

PATRIOTISM

INTELLIGENCE




THINKING QUESTION

During the Civil War, Frederick Douglas said these words:

“Once let the black man get upon his person the brass letters,
U.S., let him get an eagle on his button, and a musket on his
shoulder and bullets in his pockets, and there is no power on
Earth which can deny that he has earned the right to citizenship
in the United States.”

How do you think this quote applies to African Americans that have fought
for the freedom of the United States? Explain what Frederick Douglas
meant and why you think he felt this way.




WEB LINKS FOR TUSKEGEE AIRMEN

http://tuskegeeairmen.org
Tuskegee Airmen

http://www.tuskegeairmen.org/airmen/who.html
The Airmen of WW II — How many — Who

http://www.tuskegeeairmen.org/links.html
Leads to individual studies of pilots

http://www.coax.net/people/lwf/ta_hisl.htm
The Negro pilot training program

http://www.coax.net/people/lwf/ww2.htm
African Americans in WW 11

http://www.world-widenet.com/tuskegeeairmen/
Redtail Angels

http://www.redtail.org/Airmen.shtml
Introduction to the Tuskegee Airmen

http://history.acusa.edu.ecen/WW2Timeline/Tuskegee
A time line of the Tuskegee Airmen




TUSKEGEE AIRMEN TASKS

You will be reading and learning about a brave group of men who fought for the
freedoms that we have in the United States, but men and women who also fought the
prejudices against African Americans during the first half of the 20™ century.

After you have made a complete and thorough study of the Tuskegee Airmen, you are to
select one of the activities listed below to show what you have learned. You will be
writing for an audience, so you should use correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar in
whatever you choose to do. You should work carefully and neatly because your efforts
will be graded with a rubric. In addition, you will be asked to give an oral presentation to
your classmates.

1.

Make a cube using the pattern provided. Before you put the cube together, draw
one picture and use one sentence to describe the picture on each of the six sides.
You can use any of the information that is important to your study.

Create a story tree using the pattern provided. Follow the directions given on the
pattern.

Answer the “Thinking Question” with the quote from Frederick Douglas. Use the
information you have learned about the Tuskegee Airmen to give an in-depth
answer. Use paragraph form: Introductory paragraph, Detail paragraphs, and a
Closing paragraph.

Using poster board, create a movie advertisement for a movie about the Tuskegee
Airmen. Think of action words and action scenes to put on the poster.

Remember that you want to show the bravery of these men and women.

Write a letter to a Tuskegee Airman living today. You may contact the person by
letter or email, but you should have a copy of your letter to turn in to your teacher.
Include some of the information that you have found including some of the words
from the Vocabulary section.

Think of four things that signify or explain what the Tuskegee Airmen
accomplished in WW II. Draw each of the things (or get objects that symbolize
the object) and write a paragraph about each. (Use correct paragraph form:
Introductory paragraph, Detail paragraphs, and a Closing paragraph. Find a
cardboard box and cut it like a display board to show your drawings. Put your
paragraphs underneath.

Create 10 or more similes and metaphors about the Tuskegee Airmen. Use the
form provided.

Create poems about the Tuskegee Airmen. Write a haiku, a diamonte, a cinquain,
and a free verse poem. Illustrate each of the poems.

Write 15 alliteration statements about the Tuskegee Airmen.

. Draw and label the planes flown by the Tuskegee Airmen. Include a paragraph

that tells of the contributions of the brave soldiers. Use correct paragraph form:
Introductory paragraph, Detail paragraphs, and a Concluding paragraph.



CUBE PATTERN




POETRY PATTERNS
CINQUAIN
A cinquain is a five-lined poem.

Line 1: The topic

Line 2: Two describing words (adjectives)

Line 3: Three —ing words about what the topic does
Line 4: A four-word thought about the topic

Line 5: A synonym for the topic

DIAMONTE

A diamonte is a seven-lined poem. It makes a comparison of two opposites
like war/peace, integration/segregation, or prejudice/acceptance.

Line 1: The topic

Line 2: Two describing words for the first topic (adjectives)
Line 3: Three —ing words about what the first topic does

Line 4: A four-word thought about the first topic

Line 5: Three —ing words about what the second topic does
Line 6: Two describing words for the second topic (adjectives)
Line 7: The second topic

HAIKU

Haiku is a three-lined, unrhymed Japanese poem. Each line has the
designated number of syllables.

Line 1: 5 syllables
Line 2: 7 syllables
Line 3: 5 syllables
FREE VERSE POEM

A free verse poem is whatever you want it to be.



SIMILES AND METAPHORS
Similes and metaphors compare two things. A simile compares with “like”
and “as” while a metaphor uses “is” and “are” when comparing something

unknown to something familiar.

A Tuskegee Airman is like a

A bomber escort is like a

Segregation is like

Prejudice is like

Pilots are like

A Tuskegee Airman is as as
A bomber escort is as as
Segregation is as as
Prejudice is as as

Pilots are as as

Tuskegee Airmen are

A bomber escort is

Segregation is

Prejudice is

Pilots are

Make a simile or metaphor of your own:




STORY TREE

Tuskegee Airmen

2 words that describe (adjectives)

3 words that describe the setting

4 words that tell what the Tuskegee Airmen did during WWII

5 words that describe why the Airmen were in a segregated unit

6 words that tell what they accomplished

7 words that tell how the Air Force has changed

8 words that express what you would say if you could talk to an
Airman



GRAPHIC ORGANIZER FOR COLLECTING DATA
FORM 1

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN

WHAT?

WHEN?

WHY?




GRAPHIC ORGANIZER FOR RECORDING DATA
FORM 2

Positives Negatives




TUSKEGEE AIRMEN
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RUBRIC FOR PROJECT

ADVANCED

Successfully uses books
and suggested Internet
links to find information

Graphic organizers are
complete in a neat and
orderly fashion

Information is
historically accurate

Almost always share
with others and supports
the efforts of others

Is a leader in class and
group discussions

Student included more
information than was
required

Student can clearly
explain the feelings and
accomplishments of the
Tuskegee Airmen

There are few to no
errors in spelling,
punctuation, or grammar

Oral presentation shows
signs of preparation and
is easily heard and
understood

BASIC

Student needs help to
use the Internet and/or
books to find

information

Graphic organizers are
mostly complete and can
be read easily

Most information is
historically accurate

Student shares some
information with others

Participates in class or
group discussions

All information required
is included

Student understands the
feelings and
accomplishments of the
Tuskegee Airmen

Some errors in spelling,
punctuation, and
grammar do not take
away from the meaning

Oral presentation is
acceptable and shows
preparation

NEEDS
IMPROVEMENT

Student is unable to
successfully use the
Internet and/or books to
find information

Graphic organizers are
incomplete and show
little effort

Information is
historically inaccurate

Student does not interact
with others

Student does not
participate in class or
group discussions

Information on project is
incomplete

Student has little to no
concept of the Tuskegee
Airmen after the study

Many errors in spelling,
punctuation, and
grammar take away
from the meaning of the
project

Oral presentation shows
no sign of preparation



