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Lindt’s Unsung Heroes Award – A ‘Sweet Victory’
for Director of SESI’s Rivendale Center for Autism
SPRINGFIELD, MO. – March 16, 2011 – Kerri Duncan, Ed.D., director of the Rivendale Center for Autism and Institute of Learning, has been named one of three national winners of Lindt USA’s prestigious 2011 Unsung Heroes of Autism award.
“I do what I do simply because I love doing it. I care about our children with autism and learning disabilities, and I care about their families,” said Duncan. “This award is as much a surprise as it is a tremendous honor. I never expected it, but it’s the icing on my cake.”

Lindt, the Swiss chocolate-maker, has partnered with Autism Speaks for the past three years to honor “exceptional champions of the autism cause” for their work in communities across the country. Duncan and two other 2011 Unsung Hero recipients were selected from among hundreds of nominations that Lindt and Autism Speaks received this year.
Nicole Obrey, an 18-year-old Hillcrest High School senior, nominated Duncan for the award in a letter to Lindt. “Kerri is a special person to me,” Nicole said. “I am so grateful to Kerri for everything she has done for my family and many other families of children with autism.”

After she was diagnosed with autism as a child, Nicole’s family enrolled her at age 4 in another Springfield school where Duncan previously worked. Later, Nicole’s younger brothers, Nathan, 7, and Chase, 4, who are both autistic, attended Rivendale, according to their mother, Elizabeth Obrey.

“Kerri is so passionate about helping children with autism and other disabilities. She makes sure every child at Rivendale gets whatever help and support they need to succeed,” Obrey said. She credits Duncan for Nicole now being an honor student on her way to college in the fall and for the tremendous strides that her young sons made at Rivendale.
Earlier this year, Rivendale partnered with Specialized Education Services Inc. (SESI), one of the nation’s premiere special education providers which operate 44 other schools in 11 states and the District of Columbia. The move, said Duncan, will help Rivendale to reach and help more youngsters.
“Kerri is an accomplished educator. She’s also a woman of remarkable compassion and devotion to her students and their families,” said Michael Kaufman, President & CEO of SESI Schools in Yardley, Pa. “The fine program Kerri created at Rivendale is a model for other SESI schools in educating students on the autism spectrum.”
In 2000, Duncan bought the Rivendale Institute for Learning Center and soon opened the Center for Autism. It is the only private school for children with autism in southwest Missouri that uses Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) therapy in its curriculum and offers students, ages 3-10, intensive individualized instruction. ABA therapy is recognized by experts as the most effective treatment for children with Autism Spectrum Disorders.
As a winner, Duncan is to receive $5,000 and an all-expense-paid trip to New York to attend an awards luncheon at The New York Palace hotel on March 30, kicking off Autism Awareness Month in April.
Duncan said she will share her cash prize with Rivendale students, using $2,000 to purchase new playground equipment for the schools. She will donate the remainder to the school’s scholarship fund. 
Learn more about Lindt USA’s Unsung Heroes of Autism at www.LindtGoldBunny.com. For more about SESI schools, the Rivendale Cener for Autism and Rivendale Institute of Learning visit: www.sesischools.com/rivendale_center_for_autism_institute_of_learning.
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