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High Road Students Learn the Gift of Giving
As They Aid Local Canine Rescue Center
NORMAL, ILL. – (Dec. 15, 2011) – Special-needs students at the High Road School of Bloomington are busy this holiday season collecting dog food, pet toys, beds and other supplies to benefit a Central Illinois canine rescue center – and learning valuable lessons in the process
“Participating in this community service project is helping to teach our students about being charitable, about teamwork, and the importance of community involvement,” said JoAnn Ziegler, director of the High Road School of Bloomington, which provides customized instruction to students with learning, language, social and emotional disabilities.
Students from the High Road School will be buying and donating items to the Wish Bone Canine Rescue, Rehabilitation and Re-Homing Center in Normal. To raise the funds, students have pledged a portion of money they earn in school for activities such as peer coaching or mentoring fellow students. “This will help to teach our students how to budget their money and to work together to decide which items to purchase,” Ziegler explained.

High Road School also partnered with another local business, Deenies Bed & Biscuit, to give rescue dogs at Wish Bone “extreme makeovers to make them more adoptable, free socialization opportunities and temporary foster care,” Ziegler said.
Wish Bone Canine Rescue, Rehabilitation and Re-Homing is a not-for-profit, all-volunteer, no-kill organization located in Central Illinois. Its primary focus is to find permanent homes for abandoned, medical fragile, neglected and abused dogs.

“Our students have a special connection with animals, particularly dogs, so helping Wish Bone Canine Rescue is very appropriate,” said Ziegler, who last year began using a Yorkshire terrier named “Chip” as a therapy dog for her special-needs students.

“I love the idea of helping animals,” said 14-year-old student Cam Wilken of Normal. “I have two cats at home and work with ‘Chip’ in school. I’ve taught Chip all kinds of tricks and we have really bonded. If we don't donate to Wish Bone, they may not have anything to help their dogs.”

Wilken and other High Road students are using their charitable endeavor to participate in the “Do A Good Deed” essay contest sponsored by Dennis Kagel Financial Services in Normal. The contest encourages youngsters to do good deeds and write about them. The company is offering a new personal computer to the student who produces the most compelling story.
“Some of our students will be writing about our effort for Wish Bone. Other students are writing about other good deeds they are doing at school or home,” said Ziegler. “Participating in the contest is another way for us to encourage our students to use and broaden their writing skills.” 
Learn more about High Road School of Bloomington and Specialized Education Services Inc. by visiting: www.sesi-schools.com.
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Specialized Education Services, Inc. (SESI) is one of the nation’s premier providers of specialized education for children with learning, language and social challenges. It operates 48 schools in 12 states and the District of Columbia.
– Tony Gallotto for Jaffe Communications Inc.










