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At High Road Upper School –
Business Partnerships Put ‘Special Needs’ Students to Work

BELTSVILLE, Md. – May 17, 2011 – Shanequa Greene often cares for three younger siblings at home, but it was her on-the-job experience at a Calverton daycare center that helped the 18-year-old decide on child care as her career choice.

“For me, it was a toss up between child care and criminal justice,” said Shanequa, who works at Little Precious Treasures Daycare six hours per week. “My job has made me I realize that I love playing with, reading to and teaching young children. It also taught me to have more patience.”

Shanequa is among the high-school aged juniors and seniors at High Road Upper School of Prince George’s County who participate in an innovative program that lets them to explore a variety of career paths. To create the program, staff at the private school for students with learning disabilities forged partnerships with more than a dozen Beltsville-area businesses.

“These partnerships are a resourceful way to get our students working toward their future,” explained school director Keith White. “Partnering with area businesses has enabled our students to get a broad range of real-life work experiences. We are always looking for new partnership opportunities.”

The partnerships allow High Road students, age 16 or older, to job-shadow and later qualify for internships, apprenticeships and even paying jobs in food service, barbering, child care, elder care, auto body and car engine repair, pet care and grooming, gardening and landscaping, maintenance, carpentry and light construction.

“These partnerships helped High Road Upper School create a valuable transition program to give our special-needs students a remarkable edge. Programs like this are what set all of our High Road schools apart,” said Michael Kaufman, president and CEO of Specialized Education Services Inc., the Yardley Pa.-based company that operates High Road Upper School and 11 other schools throughout Maryland. 

Transition coordinator Kevin Mattison said the school’s partnerships “give students have chance to test-drive various jobs and decide what they might want to do for a living.” Meanwhile, Mattison said students “learn to complete job applications, conduct themselves during interviews and in the workplace, create budgets and learn to save money from their paychecks.”

High Road staff helps each student, ages 13-21, devise a realistic transition program in line with their Individual Education Plan (IEP) and based on their preferences and goals, Mattison explained. Freshmen begin with in-school jobs. As sophomores they can move up to job-shadowing in workplaces. In their junior and senior years, they can qualify for apprenticeships, internships or part-time jobs.

Similar transition programs are starting up at the High Road School of Southern Maryland in LaPlata and the High Road Academy in Lanham, said community outreach director Howard Axelrod. “The business partnerships that our Beltsville school has forged will be the model for newer programs at our other schools,” said Axelrod.
The High Road Upper School’s business partnership program reached a new high this year when each participating student was offered summer employment in the local businesses where they were placed during the school year. “Employers recognize our students are capable and willing to work,” Mattison said. “Summer job offers have given our students a sense of accomplishment. They’re very proud and we are very proud of them.”

High Road’s transition program also gets high marks from parents. “It’s a terrific learning experience for Shanequa,” her mother, Lisa Greene, said. “I see my daughter is becoming more responsible and showing more patience at home and in every phase of her life.”

Shanequa’s interest in child care also helps her earn extra cash on weekends. “She often does child care for parents at our church. Earning a little extra money is a nice incentive,” said Greene, whose family attends the Union Temple Baptist Church in nearby Washington D.C.

Learn more about High Road Upper School-Prince George’s County and Specialized Education Services Inc. by visiting: www.sesi-schools.com.
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Specialized Education Services, Inc. (SESI) is one of the nation’s premier providers of specialized education for children with learning, language and social challenges. It operates 47 schools in 11 states and the District of Columbia.









