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High Road Schools Pioneer In-District Partnerships
to Help Special-Needs Students & Save Tax Dollars 
LAUREL, MD. – (Jan. 25, 2011) – Specialized Education Services Inc. is pioneering an effort to deliver customized instruction to special-needs students right down the hall from their classmates in their public schools, instead transporting these students out-of-district.

Specialized Education Services Inc. (SESI) – one of the nation’s premier providers of specialized education for children with learning, language and emotional challenges – has forged ground-breaking partnerships with public school districts in Anne Arundel, Caroline and Charles counties to offer intensive in-district instruction to special-needs students.
“SESI is distinctive in this area. We are at the forefront of an effort to deliver customized instruction to these students in the least restrictive environment – the public schools in their own neighborhoods,” said Ellen Gaske, Ph.D, director of SESI’s High Road Academy in Laurel, Md., which began to forge in-district partnerships in 2008 with Anne Arundel County Public Schools.

Special education teachers from High Road Academy now staff classrooms for special-needs students with a variety of learning disabilities at Annapolis Middle School, Wiley H. Bates Middle School, Brooklyn Park Middle School and Lindale Middle School; and at the Linthicum and Hillsmere elementary schools.
SESI’s High Road schools in Southern Maryland partnered with Caroline County Public Schools last year to provide the same services to students with emotional disabilities at Denton Elementary School in Denton, Md. and at North Caroline High School in Ridgely, Md.
And this September, SESI partnered with Charles County Public Schools to provide in-district instruction to sixth-to-eighth graders with emotional disabilities at the Benjamin Stoddert and the John Hanson Middle Schools, both in Waldorf, Md.
School district officials in the three Maryland Counties say partnering with SESI has resulted in substantial savings for taxpayers on tuition and transportation costs. And, they said the partnerships benefit special-needs students whose learning deficits do not require the intensive programming that a private special-education school would provide.
“SESI’s successful in-district partnerships in Maryland demonstrate how effectively specialized-schools can work hand-in-hand with public schools to deliver intensive, custom-tailored instruction for students with learning deficits or behavioral issues,” said Michael Kaufman, SESI’s president and CEO. “Our goal is to bring special-needs students up to grade-level as efficiently as possible and return them to their mainstream classrooms.” 

“Besides the cost-savings to school districts, in-district partnerships help reduce the stigma that special-needs students often bear among their peers for being ‘sent out,’ and they allow special-needs students to easily participate in after-school clubs, extracurricular activities and sports with their friends at their local public school,” Kaufman said. “This is as vital to their education as classroom instruction.”
Special-needs students are referred to SESI’s in-district classrooms at six Anne Arundel County schools “because, at the middle school level, they were working three-or-more years behind their grade level. Our goal is to accelerate learning with our innovative methods of instruction to close that gap,” Ellen Gaske said. 

“We provide intensive instruction in reading, writing and math tailored to each student’s skill level and individual need,” Gaske explained. “The students also attend their regular classes in science and social studies with their peers, but they are accompanied by one of our assistant teachers who provide additional support.”

Unlike the students serviced in the Anne Arundel County schools, students referred to SESI programs at the Denton Elementary School, Stoddert and Hanson Middle Schools, and North Caroline High School “have had sustained behavioral problems resulting from various emotional disabilities,” said Keith White, SESI’s regional director for Southern Maryland who supervises the in-district programs in Charles and Caroline counties.
“In these four schools, SESI provides small classes with no more than nine students and a highly-structured learning environment,” White said. “We use the same behavior modification methods that we use at our High Road schools – a system of rewards, privileges and consequences. Our staff is also trained in therapeutic aggression control techniques.”
“Our goal is to accelerate learning for these students, get them working at grade-level, then transition them back into their regular classrooms,” White said. “Students cannot make that transition until they have demonstrated a sustained record of compliant behavior.”

“These are true collaborative efforts between SESI and these public schools,” White said. “Our staff and students share the public schools’ curriculum, materials, equipment and amenities. Our staff attends training and workshops along side the public school teachers. We confer with them every step of the way.”

Learn more about Specialized Education Services Inc., its in-district partnerships, and the 12 High Road schools it operates throughout Maryland, please visit: www.sesi-schools.com.
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Specialized Education Services, Inc. (SESI) is one of the nation’s premier providers of specialized education for children with learning, language and social challenges. It operates 49 schools in 12 states and the District of Columbia.
– Tony Gallotto for Jaffe Communications Inc.










