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iPads Upload Enthusiasm for  “3 R’s” at Laurel School
LAUREL, MD. – Dec. 17, 2010 – Erase those blackboards. Put aside those pencils. Apple iPads are the latest cutting-edge instructional tools for special needs students at the High Road Academy in Laurel, Md., where teachers say they are generating a greater interest in learning.

Teachers say the tablet computers – introduced into the curriculum at High Road in September – offer a broad range of educational uses in one, easy-to-use device and have quickly become a learning incentive for students with learning disabilities.
Ellen Gaske, director of the 4th-though-12th grade school, explained students at High Road Academy have learning disabilities that range from dyslexia to severe reading, writing and math deficiencies, “but they are all tuned-in to the newest technologies.”

“So, one of the greatest benefits of the iPads is that our students are enthusiastic about using them,” said Gaske. “It has made them more enthusiastic about learning.”

High Road Academy is operated by Specialized Education Services, Inc. (SESI) of Yardley, Pa., one of the nation’s premiere providers of specialized education for children with learning, language and social challenges.  SESI offers a variety of special education programs tailored to students with disabilities and at-risk youth at 43 schools in 10 states and the District of Columbia. This includes 12 schools throughout Maryland.
“High Road isn't just another traditional school using technology to enhance learning,” said Michael Kaufman, CEO of SESI. “We are showing faith in students with significant learning and behavioral needs. We don't know of any other school in the country, serving this demographic, that is willing to hand out iPads because of concerns they would be broken or abused. Our students are handling this opportunity with responsibility and they are learning.”

The tablet computers “are really a terrific motivational device for students with learning disabilities,” said teacher Dana Krauss, a reading specialist, whose classroom houses the five tablet computers. “Besides the educational applications, the iPads themselves are something our kids look forward to using.”

Krauss and other teachers at High Road Academy say the tablet computers are also a success because of their mobility, their instant access to the Web, and the volume of affordable educational “apps” or applications.

“We can find apps tailored to the specific needs of our students and the subjects we teach,” said Krauss, who explained the devices are used to reinforce traditional classroom instruction in English, reading, math and earth science.
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