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Rivendale Institute of Learning & Center for Autism

forge a new partnership with SESI Schools
SPRINGFIELD, MO. – Jan. 25, 2011 – The Rivendale Institute of Learning and Center for Autism are proud to announce their new partnership with Specialized Education Services Inc. (SESI), one of the nation’s premiere special education providers.

“This exciting partnership with SESI Schools will allow the Rivendale schools to grow and to enhance the quality education we provide to children with Autism and other learning differences,” said school director Kerri Duncan, Ed.D.
The Rivendale Center for Autism is the only private school for children with autism in southwest Missouri that uses Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) therapy in its curriculum and offers its students, ages 3-to-10, intensive individualized instruction. ABA therapy is recognized by experts as the most effective treatment for children with Autism Spectrum Disorders.

“SESI Schools already have significant experience educating with children with Autism, but our new relationship with the Rivendale schools solidifies our national footprint as a leader in the education of children on the Autism spectrum,” said Michael Kaufman, CEO of the SESI Schools based in Yardley, Pa.
SESI provides a variety of special education programs at 45 schools in 11 states and the District of Columbia for pupils with a broad range of developmental and physical disabilities, learning deficiencies, and social, behavioral and emotional issues.
“Rivendale has dedicated leaders and a caring staff who are doing great things for their students,” Kaufman said. “I expect Rivendale to serve as a model for our other SESI Schools in educating students on the Autism spectrum.”
Kaufman also explained that SESI Schools are proud to expand their services into Missouri. “Missouri is a progressive and forward-thinking state where public school leaders recognize the merit of going outside their districts to do what’s best for students with special needs,” said Kaufman.
Duncan said the merger with SESI Schools will also help the Rivendale schools adapt to a landmark Missouri law that went into effect on Jan. 1st, which requires insurance companies to provide coverage for children with Autism who receive Applied Behavioral Analysis therapy.
More information about SESI Schools, the Rivendale Institute of Learning and the Center for Autism is available at: www.sesischools.com/rivendale_center_for_autism_institute_of_learning.
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