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    At Sierra Academy of Scottsdale – 

Outreach Efforts Are Generating Greater Interest  
SCOTTSDALE, AZ. – Sept. 7, 2011 – Sierra Academy of Scottsdale’s successful outreach efforts are generating more interest in this private school for special-needs students among area public school officials, parents and the communities it serves.

“Our effort to promote Sierra Academy among area public school officials, education advocates, parents, and our communities is working. More people are expressing interest in what we do for special-needs students and how we do it,” said Debi Watland, director of the school which offers an academic curriculum tailored to each student’s special needs.

Scottsdale parent Katherine Vissor said the school’s customized curriculum was the reason she transferred her son Jordan, 7, to Sierra Academy in August. “From Day One, the staff at Sierra Academy took the approach that Jordan is intelligent and capable of learning. They made an effort to understand Jordan’s strengths and limitations, and design a curriculum to fit him,” said Vissor.
“More people recognize Sierra Academy as a sensible alternative to traditional public education because we offer a more intimate learning environment, smaller class sizes, instruction that is customized to each student’s individual needs, and we offer a range of supplemental instruction and services,” Watland explained.
Seven unified public schools in Phoenix area – including Scottsdale, Peoria, Chandler, Mesa, Higley, Paradise Valley and Deer Valley – currently refer special-needs students to Sierra Academy which offers specialized education to students, from grades 1-12, with learning and language deficiencies, and students on the Autism spectrum.
Michael Kaufman, president and CEO of Specialized Education Services Inc. (SESI), which operates Sierra Academy, said the individualized educational approach used in Scottsdale “is what sets our schools apart nationally and helps our students to succeed academically.”

“I am very proud that our students make such marvelous academic strides. Our teachers and staff work hard to find what instructional method works best for each of student, and then provide it,” Kaufman said. “It is a key reason why more public school officials and parents are turning to us.”

“Customized curriculum is precisely why we placed our daughter at Sierra Academy this year,” said parent Dina Schulsinger, who transferred her 8-year-old daughter Faith to the academy from the Scottsdale public schools. “The staff at Sierra gave Faith a series of assessments to see what method of learning will work best for her.”

Schulsinger, whose daughter has Cerebral Palsy and epilepsy, said “it is important, especially for children with special-needs, not to be pigeon-holed into a fixed curriculum. Sierra Academy does not do that that. That was impressive.”
“Sierra Academy does not have a one-size-fits-all curriculum. That’s important for children like Jordan,” said Katherine Vissor, whose son was diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy as an infant and has learning and speech deficiencies, and motor impairments.

In addition to more student referrals from area public schools, Sierra Academy has also received several private placements as the result of a recent change in Arizona law that established Empowerment Scholarship Accounts which allow qualified parents to pay for private special education services.
Under the law, parents of special-needs children may apply to the state for up to 90-percent of the funds Arizona would ordinarily spend on their child in public school. The money is deposited into parent-managed savings accounts to be for their children’s education services.
More information about Sierra School of Scottsdale and Specialized Education Services Inc. is available at: www.sesi-schools.com.
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Specialized Education Services, Inc. (SESI), based in Yardley, Pa., is one of the nation’s premier providers of specialized education for children with learning, language, behavioral and social challenges. It operates 47 schools in 11 states and the District of Columbia.









