High Road Academy 

Acceptable Use and *Network Safety Policy

Policy:  High Road Academy will develop and maintain user responsibilities for computer systems, electronic information, and network security.  The user responsibilities will be communicated verbally and in written form to all staff, students, and parents/guardians on a yearly basis.  Signed “User Agreement” will be required annually and kept on file in each student record.  

Terms of the Agreement:  High Road Academy is pleased to be able to provide students with access to the Internet and other electronic resources.  We believe that the advantages afforded by the abundance of information available on the Internet and other electronic resources outweigh any disadvantages.  However, access is a privilege, not a right, and carries with it responsibilities for all involved.  Any violations of this agreement will be handled through disciplinary means.   Disciplinary action may include, but not be limited to, a telephone call to parents/guardians; loss of privileges; restitution; suspension, expulsion; and/or criminal prosecution.   Any High Road Academy user should report suspicious or inappropriate use of data, computer system abuse, or possible breaches of security to the Executive Director or Associate Director(s).

· Acceptable and Unacceptable Uses:  High Road Academy will provide access to its computer networks and the Internet FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.  If there are any doubts about whether a contemplated activity is educational, consultation with the Executive Director or Associate Director(s) is required.  
· Acceptable Uses of the Network:  Any software programs installed in the classroom or accessed through the server that are specifically used for skill instruction:  Lexia, Skills Tutor, Fast forWord, Typing Programs, Brain Train, Inspiration, and others that promote academic achievement.  Also, use of the Internet for the purpose of researching a topic related to an area of study in content areas.  
· Unacceptable Uses of the Network:

· Uses that cause harm to others or damage to their property.  For example, engaging in defamation of character (harming another’s reputation by lies); using someone else’s password or some other identifier that misleads message recipients into believing that someone other than you is communicating or otherwise using his/her access to the Network; uploading a virus, Trojan horse, time bomb, or other harmful forms of programming or vandalism; participating in hacking activities or any form of unauthorized access to other computers, networks, or information systems.
· Personal Uses.  Examples include accessing personal email from school as well as social networking sites, such as: Facebook, Myspace, and Bebo.  
· Uses that are commercial transactions.  For example, students may not use the High Road Academy network to sell or buy anything over the Internet.  Users should not give others private information about themselves or others.  
· Plagiarism.  Students may not use the Internet for purposes of copying, pasting, and presenting work as their own.  
· Student Photos on the Web:  Using student pictures on the High Road Academy (www.highroadacademy.net) website is designed to promote an awareness of our school and many of the activities and achievements of the students.  Images of students may be included in the website WITHOUT identifying captions or names.  Parents may opt out of use of image/student work by indicating their wishes on the Network Access OR Student Photo Denial Form.  
· Active Restriction Measures:  High Road Academy will utilize content filtering software or other technologies to prevent students from accessing visual depictions that are obscene, pornographic, or harmful to minors.  High Road Academy will also monitor the online activities of students, through direct observation, and/or technological means.  
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*Network is defined as the Internet as well as High Road Academy software programs, files, materials contained on the school server. 

Network Access OR Student Photo Denial Form

2008-2009 School Year
If you DO NOT want your son or daughter to have Network access, please return this form to High Road Academy.  

Name of Student_________________________________
Grade: ________________

Teacher: _______________________________________ 
Date: __________________


_____As the parent or legal guardian of the above named student, I do not grant 

permission for my son or daughter to access the Internet services provided by High Road Academy with the exception of the educational programs such as Skills Tutor and Fast forWord which are accessed through the Internet. 


_____As the parent or legal guardian of the above named student, I do not grant 


permission for my son or daughter’s photo (without identifying information) to 


appear on the High Road Academy website.  

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________________

